
How much exercise do I need each week? 

Exercise is a vital component of a healthy lifestyle, but determining the appropriate amount 

can be challenging given the variety of recommendations and individual factors. This guide 

will explore how much exercise is needed each week, considering different types of 

activities, intensity levels, age groups, and health conditions. By the end, you'll have a clear 

understanding of how to tailor an exercise regimen to meet your personal goals and needs. 

General Guidelines for Adults 

The American Heart Association (AHA) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) provide clear guidelines for adults regarding the amount and types of exercise 

necessary for maintaining health: 

1. Aerobic Activity: At least 150 minutes of moderate-intensity aerobic exercise or 75 

minutes of vigorous-intensity aerobic exercise per week, or a combination of both. 

This can be broken down into sessions lasting at least 10 minutes each. 

2. Muscle-Strengthening Activity: Exercises that involve all major muscle groups on 

two or more days a week. 

3. Flexibility and Balance Exercises: Although not included in the core guidelines, 

these exercises are beneficial, especially for older adults. 

Understanding Exercise Intensity 

Exercise intensity is classified into three categories: light, moderate, and vigorous. 

Understanding these categories helps in planning an effective exercise regimen. 

1. Light Intensity: Activities that do not significantly increase heart rate or breathing. 

Examples include walking slowly, light housework, or casual gardening. 

2. Moderate Intensity: Activities that increase heart rate and make you breathe faster 

but still allow you to carry on a conversation. Examples include brisk walking, 

dancing, and cycling on level ground. 

3. Vigorous Intensity: Activities that substantially increase heart rate and breathing, 

making it difficult to speak more than a few words without pausing. Examples include 

running, swimming laps, and high-intensity interval training (HIIT). 

Combining Aerobic and Muscle-Strengthening Activities 

To meet the weekly exercise requirements, it is beneficial to combine aerobic and muscle-

strengthening activities. Here are some examples: 

 Moderate Aerobic + Strength Training: Engage in brisk walking for 30 minutes on 

five days a week and perform strength training exercises on two non-consecutive 

days. 

 Vigorous Aerobic + Strength Training: Engage in running or swimming for 25 

minutes on three days a week and perform strength training exercises on two non-

consecutive days. 

 Mixed Routine: Combine moderate and vigorous activities, such as brisk walking for 

30 minutes on two days, running for 25 minutes on two other days, and performing 

strength training on two non-consecutive days. 



Special Considerations for Different Age Groups 

Children and Adolescents (6-17 years) 

For children and adolescents, physical activity is crucial for growth, development, and overall 

health. The guidelines recommend: 

 Aerobic Activity: At least 60 minutes of moderate to vigorous physical activity daily. 

Vigorous-intensity activities should be included at least three days a week. 

 Muscle-Strengthening Activity: Activities such as climbing, playing on playground 

equipment, or body-weight exercises should be included at least three days a week. 

 Bone-Strengthening Activity: Activities such as running, jumping rope, or playing 

basketball should be included at least three days a week. 

Older Adults (65+ years) 

Older adults should follow the adult guidelines but with additional focus on balance and 

flexibility to prevent falls and maintain mobility: 

 Aerobic Activity: At least 150 minutes of moderate-intensity aerobic activity per 

week, or as much as their health condition allows. 

 Muscle-Strengthening Activity: Exercises involving major muscle groups on two or 

more days a week. 

 Balance Exercises: Activities like tai chi or yoga to improve balance and prevent 

falls. 

 Flexibility Exercises: Stretching exercises to maintain range of motion. 

Exercise for Specific Health Conditions 

Heart Disease 

For individuals with heart disease, regular exercise can improve cardiovascular health and 

reduce the risk of complications. The recommended amount includes: 

 Aerobic Activity: At least 150 minutes of moderate-intensity aerobic exercise per 

week. 

 Strength Training: Exercises involving major muscle groups on two or more days a 

week. 

 Consultation: Always consult with a healthcare provider before starting any new 

exercise regimen. 

Diabetes 

Exercise is crucial for managing blood sugar levels in individuals with diabetes. The 

recommendations are: 

 Aerobic Activity: At least 150 minutes of moderate to vigorous aerobic exercise per 

week. 



 Strength Training: Exercises involving major muscle groups on two or more days a 

week. 

 Flexibility and Balance: Incorporating these exercises can provide additional 

benefits. 

Arthritis 

Exercise helps reduce joint pain and stiffness in individuals with arthritis. The guidelines 

recommend: 

 Aerobic Activity: At least 150 minutes of moderate-intensity aerobic exercise per 

week, preferably low-impact activities like swimming or cycling. 

 Strength Training: Exercises involving major muscle groups on two or more days a 

week. 

 Flexibility Exercises: Daily stretching to maintain joint range of motion. 

 Balance Exercises: Activities to improve stability and prevent falls. 

Practical Tips for Meeting Exercise Goals 

Setting Realistic Goals 

Setting achievable and realistic goals is crucial for maintaining motivation and consistency. 

Start with small, attainable targets and gradually increase the intensity and duration of your 

workouts. 

Scheduling Exercise 

Incorporate exercise into your daily routine by scheduling it at a convenient time. 

Consistency is key, so find a time that works best for you, whether it's early in the morning, 

during lunch breaks, or in the evening. 

Variety and Enjoyment 

Choose a variety of activities that you enjoy to keep your exercise routine interesting and 

engaging. Mixing different types of exercises can also help prevent boredom and target 

different muscle groups. 

Social Support 

Exercising with friends, family, or joining a fitness group can provide motivation and 

accountability. Social support can make exercise more enjoyable and help you stay 

committed to your fitness goals. 

Monitoring Progress 

Keep track of your exercise routine and progress. Use a journal, fitness app, or wearable 

device to log your activities, duration, and intensity. Monitoring progress can provide a sense 

of accomplishment and help you stay motivated. 



Listening to Your Body 

Pay attention to your body's signals and avoid overtraining. Rest and recovery are essential 

for preventing injuries and ensuring long-term success. If you experience pain or discomfort, 

consult a healthcare provider. 

The Role of Nutrition 

Nutrition plays a vital role in supporting your exercise routine and overall health. Here are 

some key points to consider: 

 Balanced Diet: Consume a balanced diet rich in fruits, vegetables, lean proteins, 

whole grains, and healthy fats to provide the necessary nutrients for energy and 

recovery. 

 Hydration: Stay hydrated by drinking plenty of water before, during, and after 

exercise. Proper hydration is essential for optimal performance and recovery. 

 Pre-Exercise Nutrition: Eat a light meal or snack that includes carbohydrates and 

protein about 1-2 hours before exercise to fuel your workout. 

 Post-Exercise Nutrition: Consume a meal or snack that includes protein and 

carbohydrates within 30 minutes to 2 hours after exercise to support muscle recovery 

and replenish energy stores. 

Addressing Common Barriers to Exercise 

Lack of Time 

One of the most common barriers to exercise is lack of time. Here are some strategies to 

overcome this challenge: 

 Short Sessions: Break your exercise routine into shorter sessions throughout the day. 

Even 10-minute bursts of activity can add up to significant health benefits. 

 Incorporate Activity into Daily Life: Find ways to incorporate physical activity into 

your daily routine, such as taking the stairs, walking or cycling to work, or doing 

household chores. 

 Prioritize Exercise: Schedule exercise as a non-negotiable appointment in your 

calendar. Treat it as an essential part of your day. 

Lack of Motivation 

Maintaining motivation can be challenging, especially when starting a new exercise routine. 

Here are some tips to stay motivated: 

 Set Clear Goals: Define specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, and time-bound 

(SMART) goals to provide direction and motivation. 

 Reward Yourself: Celebrate your achievements and milestones with non-food 

rewards, such as new workout gear, a massage, or a day off. 

 Find a Workout Buddy: Exercising with a friend or joining a fitness class can 

provide social support and accountability. 



 Keep It Fun: Choose activities you enjoy and vary your routine to keep things 

interesting. Try new sports, fitness classes, or outdoor activities. 

Physical Limitations 

If you have physical limitations or chronic conditions, it's essential to find exercises that are 

safe and appropriate for your abilities. Here are some strategies: 

 Consult a Healthcare Provider: Get personalized advice from a healthcare provider 

or physical therapist to design a safe and effective exercise plan. 

 Adapt Exercises: Modify exercises to suit your abilities. For example, chair 

exercises, water aerobics, or using resistance bands can provide effective workouts 

with lower impact. 

 Focus on What You Can Do: Emphasize activities that you can perform safely and 

comfortably, gradually increasing intensity as your fitness improves. 

 


